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This danger has got to be faced. One ought not to be
deterred from right action when one is sure of the right-
ness. It can but promote circumspection. Such a fast is
undertaken in obedience to the dictates of the inner voice
and, therefore, prevents haste.
Harijan, 21-12-'47

11
MEANS AND ENDS
The means may be likened to a seed, the end to a
tree; and there is just the same inviolable connection
between the means and the end as there is between the
seed and the tree. I am not likely to obtain the result
flowing from the worship of God by laying myself pros-
trate before Satan. If, therefore, anyone were to say:
" I want to worship God; it does not matter that I do so
by means of Satan/' it would be set down as ignorant folly.
We reap exactly as we sow.
If I want to deprive you of your watch, I shall certainly
have to fight for it; if I want to buy your watch, I shall
have to pay you for it; and if I want a gift, I shall have
to plead for it; and according to the means I employ, the
watch is stolen property, my own property or a donation.
Thus we see three different results from three different
means. Will you still say that means do not matter ?
Let us proceed a little further. A well-armed man
has stolen your property ; you have harboured the thought
Df his act; you are filled with anger; you argue that you
want to punish that rogue, not for your own sake, but
for the good of your neighbours; you have collected a
number of armed men, you want to take his house by
assault; he is duly informed of it, he runs away; he too
is incensed. He collects his brother robbers, and sends